
ENGAGEMENT WITH  
NATIONAL LEADERS

A key highlight of the visit was a 
meeting with Her Excellency Élia 
António de Araújo dos Reis Amaral, 
Minister of Health of the Democratic 
Republic of Timor-Leste. The Minister 
shared her strategic vision for 
strengthening the nation’s healthcare 
system and discussed the important 
role the Order of Malta’s clinic can 
play in achieving these goals.

The delegation also met with His 
Excellency Mariano Assanami Sabino, 
Vice Prime Minister, Coordinating 
Minister of Social Affairs, and Minister 
of Rural Development and Community 
Housing. Discussions focused on 
opportunities to deepen collaboration 
in prevention, health education, and 
community-based care, building 
on the longstanding diplomatic 
relationship established in 2006.

EXPANDING CAPACITY: 
INTRODUCING ONSITE X-RAY 
SERVICES

While the visit highlighted many 
achievements, it also underscored 
the pressing need for further 
investment in medical equipment and 
infrastructure.

Currently, patients requiring X-rays 
must travel to the National Hospital. 
For many clinic patients — who live 

in one of Dili’s poorest areas and 
often arrive on foot — this journey 
is difficult, impractical, or simply 
unaffordable.

The introduction of onsite X-ray 
services would significantly enhance 
the clinic’s diagnostic and treatment 
capacity, enabling earlier and more 
accurate diagnosis of injuries and 
illnesses, including fractures and 
diseases affecting the heart, lungs, 
bones, and blood vessels.

Tuberculosis remains a significant 
public health challenge in Timor-
Leste, particularly among vulnerable 
populations. Access to chest X-rays is 
critical for early detection and timely 
intervention.

The benefits of onsite X-ray services 
include:

•	 Reduced barriers to care
•	 Faster diagnosis and treatment
•	 Improved long-term health 

outcomes for patients

Following a dollar-matching fundraising 
appeal initiated by the Order of Malta 
New Zealand in December, 64% of 
the fundraising goal has already been 
reached. Only $49,000 remains to be 
raised to purchase the equipment and 
provide the necessary training and 
diagnostic tools.

THREE YEARS OF 
SERVICE: ORDER  
OF MALTA AND ACU 
COMMUNITY  
CAFÉ AT AGG ST
December 2025 marked the three-
year anniversary of the Order of 
Malta and ACU Community Café 
weekly service to the Agg St 
community. Over this time, the 
program has grown into a vital 
space of connection, laughter, and 
mutual support — a place where 
challenges can be voiced, friendships 
are formed, and members of the 
community feel valued and heard.

The Community Café is more than 
just a place to enjoy a coffee. It is a 
welcoming space where vulnerable 

and marginalised individuals can 
gather safely, share experiences, and 
receive practical support. 

This milestone would not be possible 
without the dedicated volunteers 
from the Order of Malta. Week after 
week, they show up with compassion, 
energy, and commitment, helping the 
café run smoothly and creating an 
atmosphere of care and respect. 

The volunteers help prepare morning 
tea, serve hot drinks, and — most 
importantly — spend time engaging 
meaningfully with attendees. They are 
also able to offer practical support, 
such as assisting residents’ complete 
forms, basic IT assistance, or connect 
then to other services and community 
programs.

Interested in volunteering with 
the Order if Malta? Learn more at 
orderofmalta.org.au/volunteer

In November, a delegation of 
the Sovereign Order of Malta - 
led by the Grand Hospitaller, Dr 
Josef D. Blotz, and President 
of the Australian Association, 
John Murphy - undertook an 
official visit to Timor-Leste. This 
historic visit marked the first time 
a representative of the Grand 
Magistry had travelled to the 
country.

Over an intensive three-day program, 
the delegation met with senior 
government officials, diplomats, 
clergy, and members of the media, 
strengthening relationships and 
deepening understanding of the 
Order’s humanitarian mission in the 
region.

A FIRSTHAND LOOK AT  
LIFE-CHANGING WORK

At the heart of the visit was the Order 
of Malta Medical Clinic in Comoro, 
Dili, which provides free, high-quality 
healthcare to those most in need. 
The clinic has a particular focus 
on women and children, improved 
nutrition, and the reduction of infant 
mortality rates.

During a tour of the clinic, the 
delegation met with doctors, nurses, 

staff, and patients, gaining firsthand 
insight into the health challenges 
faced by many Timorese people 
and the tangible impact the clinic is 
making on vulnerable communities.

“It was deeply encouraging to witness 
first-hand the world-class facilities and 
the exceptional standard of Catholic 
healthcare being provided,” said John 
Murphy, President of the Australian 
Association of the Order of Malta.

“These services are funded entirely by 
Order of Malta donors and are making 
a real and visible difference to the lives 
of thousands of Timorese people.”

REACHING THE MOST  
REMOTE COMMUNITIES

The delegation also accompanied 
clinic staff on one of their mobile 
outreach services. In Timor-Leste, 
mobile medical services are not 
simply a convenience — they are a 
lifeline.

With nearly 42% of the population 
living below the poverty line, and 
many residing in rural and remote 
areas, access to healthcare is often 
severely limited by geographic 
isolation, poor infrastructure, and 
scarce medical resources. The Order 

of Malta’s mobile clinics play a critical 
role in bridging this gap, ensuring 
that essential healthcare reaches 
communities that would otherwise go 
without.

Through its regular outreach program, 
the clinic serves 10 remote locations 
across the country. Reaching these 
communities is challenging: some 
journeys take up to five hours from 
Dili, traversing mountainous terrain, 
poor road conditions, and river 
crossings. A reliable four-wheel-drive 
ambulance is essential — yet the 
clinic’s current vehicle is showing the 
strain of years of demanding travel.

Recognising this urgent need, the 
Grand Hospitaller, Dr Josef D. Blotz, 
committed €30,000 towards the 
purchase of a new ambulance, 
ensuring this vital outreach service 
can continue.

This commitment echoed his remarks 
at the Order of Malta Asia-Pacific 
Conference in Singapore earlier 
that week, where he reaffirmed the 
strategic importance of the region 
and emphasised the need to increase 
funding to support the Order’s 
humanitarian works across Asia and 
the Pacific.The Australian Association of the Order of Malta

PO Box 79, Caringbah NSW 1495
Telephone: +61 2 9331 8477 | info@orderofmalta.org.au
orderofmalta.org.au  

I N  T H I S  I S S U E  -  P R O J E C T  U P D A T E S  /  S A V E  T H E  D A T E S  /  L A T E S T  N E W S

FEBRUARY 2026 
NEWSLETTER

The Order of Malta (ABN 37 142 209 121) is a Public Benevolent institution and is 
endorsed by the Australian Tax Office as Deductible Gift Recipient.

Licence : SA - CCP3236, WA - 21310
3

ORDER OF 
MALTA MEDICAL 
SERVICES IN 
TIMOR-LESTE 
TAKE A LEAP 
FORWARD

How You Can Help
You can help bring this vital 

service to life. To support the 
purchase of an X-ray machine 
for the Order of Malta Medical 

Clinic in Dili, please donate 
using the enclosed coupon.

To learn more about the  
Order of Malta Medical Clinic 

in Timor-Leste,  
visit orderofmalta.org.au

...continues from front page

contnues on page 3...

Community Café volunteer, Mary, who has been 
volunteering since the very first visit to Agg Street

Community Café volunteer, Michael, who always 
brings always brings along a container of 
homemade treats to share with residents.

NEW YEAR’S  
MESSAGE FROM  
THE PRESIDENT
I hope that you and your families enjoyed a 
happy, healthy, and blessed Christmas and 
New Year.

As we begin 2026, I would like to take this 
opportunity to express my sincere gratitude 
to our dedicated volunteers who continued to 
serve those most in need throughout the holiday 
period. Without your generosity of time and 
spirit, we simply could not operate our projects 
or deliver our services. The fact that so many 
of these works continued uninterrupted during 
the holidays — a time when loneliness and 
disadvantage are often felt most acutely — is 
truly inspiring.

I would also like to thank our generous donors 
who responded so compassionately to our 
Christmas Appeal. Every meal served, every 
coat distributed, every hygiene pack prepared, 
and every kilometre travelled by our vans is 
made possible through your support. Thanks 
to your generosity, thousands of sick and 
disadvantaged people are assisted each 
year. On behalf of all those whose lives have 
been touched by your gifts, please accept my 
heartfelt thanks.

The year ahead promises to be one of our 
most significant yet for the Order of Malta 
in Australia and across the Asia–Pacific 
region. This newsletter highlights several 
major developments and upcoming initiatives; 
however, it captures only a portion of the 
important “business as usual” work taking place 
across our many projects.

If you would like to receive more regular 
updates on our activities, I encourage you to 
visit our website at orderofmalta.org.au, or to 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram for daily 
news and insights.

Thank you once again for your continued 
support. I hope we can count on it throughout 
2026 as we continue to expand our services to 
Our Lord’s Poor and Sick.

facebook.com/orderofmalta.org.au 	
instagram.com/orderofmalta_australia

in gratitude,

JOHN MURPHY

President 
Australian Association 
of the Order of Malta

Free wills for
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WHERE PRAYER 
MEETS ACTION:  
THE CHAPLAINS 
OF THE ORDER OF 
MALTA AUSTRALIA
The Order of Malta is founded on 
a unique and enduring mission: 
to defend the faith and to serve 
the sick and the poor. In Australia, 
this mission is brought to life 
in a powerful way through the 
work of the Order’s chaplains, 
who serve not only as spiritual 
leaders, but as active participants 
– and sometimes initiators – of 
charitable works across the 
country.

GUIDING IN FAITH,  
LEADING IN SERVICE

Chaplains within the Order of Malta 
Australia provide extensive liturgical 
support to members and candidates, 
making the Order for many a true 
‘spiritual home’. Their contributions 
include:

	 Monthly Vigil Masses for members
	 Monthly Online spiritual reflections 
that offer encouragement and 
formation

	 Leadership at retreats and special 
liturgical events

	 Preparation of candidates and 
ongoing formation of members

But their role goes well beyond spiritual 
guidance. Chaplains are actively 
engaged in hands-on service, often 
working alongside members and 
volunteers in some of the Order’s most 
impactful charitable initiatives.

“As part of their formation, we encourage 
our chaplains to actively participate in 
the Order’s charitable projects – not just 
to observe, but to engage meaningfully 
with our members, volunteers, and, most 
importantly, those we serve. It is through 
this shared experience that our chaplains 
come to understand the unique charism 
of the Order of Malta: faith lived through 
service. This connection grounds their 
spiritual leadership in the very heart of 
our mission.”

John Murphy  
President of the Australian Association

From supporting food services and 
homeless outreach street missions, to 
participating in the Order’s Camps for 
Disabled Youth, chaplains are a visible 
and compassionate presence—bringing 
both spiritual comfort and practical 
assistance to those in need.

CHAPLAINS AS  
PROJECT LEADERS

Order of Malta chaplains are not only 
participants in charitable works—they are 
often key drivers of new initiatives.

In the well-known beachside suburb 
of Bondi, Sydney, the Order of Malta 
Community Care Kitchen has been 
serving nutritious, home-cooked meals 
to the homeless, disadvantaged, and 
isolated for the past four years. Each 
service welcomes around 30 guests, 
offering not just food, but a sense of 
dignity and belonging.

This initiative was launched by Order of 
Malta Chaplain, Fr Anthony Robbie, and 
continues to operate from his parish 
each week.

“We aim to provide a hearty home-
cooked meal of the standard that we 
would serve to valued visitors in our own 
home. “For many of our guests, it’s the 
only nutritious quality meal they’ll have 
all week—and the social interaction is 
just as important.”

Fr Anthony Robbie 
Order of Malta Chaplain

In Queensland, another chaplain-
led initiative is nearing completion. 
Philermos House, located in Southport, 
is scheduled to open later this year. 
The project is the result of the vision 
and dedication of Chaplain, Fr Gerard 
McMorrow, in partnership with the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane and the Order 
of Malta.

Fr McMorrow, who serves as parish 
priest at Southport, recognised a 
growing need in his local community. 
Philermos House will provide meals, 
showers, laundry facilities, medical 
services, and recreational spaces for 
homeless individuals, low-income 
families, and others on the margins. It 
is anticipated that the centre will serve 
between 150–200 people daily.

The facility, located on parish property, 
will be managed and operated by the 

Order of Malta, offering a secure, 
hospitable, and respectful environment 
for those most in need and will open in 
the coming months. 

A LIVING WITNESS  
TO FAITH IN ACTION

The chaplains of the Order of Malta 
Australia are more than spiritual 
leaders—they are living witnesses to the 
Order’s Catholic identity. They remind 
members that faith and charity must go 
hand in hand, and that our mission of 
service is ultimately an expression of 
God’s love in the world.

Their leadership inspires members to 
live out their vocation with humility, 
courage, and faithfulness, ensuring that 
every act of service is rooted in Christ.

As the Order of Malta continues to grow 
across Australia, the presence and 
guidance of its chaplains will remain 
essential – nourishing the spiritual life 
of the Order and anchoring its charitable 
works in a deep and lasting faith.

AUSTRALIAN 
ASSOCIATION  
NEWS
INVESTITURES

Since our last newsletter in 
October 2025, we have been 
pleased to welcome new 
members through a number of 
investitures across the region. 
These include two new Chaplains 
at an investiture in Canberra, a 
new Knight at an investiture in 
Auckland, New Zealand, and four 
new Knights and Dames at an 
investiture in Seoul, Korea.

We warmly welcome these new 
members and assure them of our 
prayers and support.

MEMBERS RECOGNISED

Congratulations to Conf. Alastair 
Furnival (shown left), who has been 
awarded the Malteser International 
Medal of Merit in Silver.

Bestowed only on the most exceptional 
occasions, this prestigious award 
recognises extraordinary dedication 
and outstanding impact in humanitarian 
service. Alastair received this honour in 
recognition of his ongoing work as Chief 
Executive Officer of the Order of Malta 
Clinic in Dili — a role he undertakes on 
a voluntary basis, with all related travel 
self-funded.

His tireless commitment is a powerful 
testament to his unwavering dedication 
to the Order’s mission of serving Our 
Lord’s Poor and Sick, and an inspiration 
to all within the Order.

We also extend our congratulations to 
Fr Gerard McMorrow (shown right) on 
his promotion to Conventual Chaplain 
ad honorem, conferred by the Prelate, 
Monsignor Luis Manuel Cuña Ramos, 
and the Sovereign Council in recognition 
of his extraordinary service and 
commitment to the Order.

Fr Gerard has demonstrated exceptional 
dedication to the mission of the Order 
through his leadership in volunteer 
initiatives, the facilitation of spiritual 
reflections and retreats, and his 
pastoral guidance to members and 
pilgrims attending the annual Lourdes 
Pilgrimage. Most notably, he is leading 
the new Philermos House Project in 
Southport, Queensland, which is set to 
open later this year.

LOURDES MASS 
CELEBRATIONS
The Order of Malta Lourdes Masses 
are annual celebrations held in 
Australia’s state capital cities and 
are offered in the spirit of the Order’s 
international Lourdes pilgrimages.

These Masses are celebrated for the 
intentions of the sick, elderly, and 
infirm — particularly for those unable 
to travel to Lourdes themselves. They 
bring together members, volunteers, 
caregivers, and supporters to pray for 
healing, comfort, and strength. Those 
in attendance receive a blessing for 
good health and are gifted a bottle of 
water brought from the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Lourdes in France.

The most recent Lourdes Mass 
was held in December at St Mary’s 
Cathedral in Sydney, with the Chief 
Chaplain, Archbishop Anthony Fisher 
OP, as celebrant. For those unable 
to attend in person, the Mass was 
livestreamed, and a recording and 
gallery of images are available at 
orderofmalta.org.au.

The Lourdes Masses have also 
extended beyond Australia’s shores. 
In October, members of the Order of 
Malta Korea celebrated their inaugural 
Lourdes Mass at Jeoldusan Shrine 
Church in Seoul, presided over by 
His Eminence Cardinal Andrew 
Yeom Soo-jung. The Mass brought 
together members of the Philippines, 
Vietnamese, Indonesian, Malaysian, 

Guadalupe, Mexican, Colombian, and 
Spanish communities, as well as the 
Sisters of Bethany House. It marked a 
significant step in supporting Korea’s 
migrant communities through faith, 
compassion, and healing under the 
loving care of Our Lady of Lourdes.

✁

Name 

Address  

State    Postcode    Tel  

Email address  

Please find enclosed a Cheque/ Money Order  

(payable to ‘The Order of Malta’) for  $   or;

Please debit my credit card the amount of  $  

Frequency	 	 Once only	 Card Type	 	Visa 
	 	 Monthly		  	MasterCard

Credit Card No                                 

Expiry Date         Cardholder name  

Signature    X

I WANT TO HELP 
You can make a donation by visiting orderofmalta.org.au/
donate, making a direct deposit or by completing this form 
and returning it in the reply paid envelope provided.

DIRECT DEPOSIT: 
Order of Malta 
BSB: 083 453, Account: 44 888 1897

�  	 I am happy for the Order to allocate my donation 
to where the need is greatest; 
or I would like to support:
�  	 Timor-Leste Medical Clinic X-Ray Appeal
�  	 Philermos House, Southport
�  	 Community Care Kitchen, Bondi
�  	 Coats For the Homeless 

REMEMBER, GIFTS OF $2 AND OVER  
ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

 	 Send me information about leaving the Order a bequest 
 	 Please remove me from your mailing list.

Donations will be allocated to projects as requested by 
the donor. However if the needs of a project have already 
been met, we will allocate funds to another Order of Malta 
charitable activity.
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Pictured opposite: 
1. Bishop Charles Gauci distributing our Coats 
for the Homeless at Harts Range in the Northern 
Territory.
2. Fr Binh Le (pictured far left) with Community 
Care Van volunteers in Melbourne.
3. Archbishop Anthony Ireland distributing Coats 
for the Homeless.
4. Fr Greg Morgan serving meals at the Order of 
Malta Community Care Kitchen
5. Fr Gerard McMorrow, Grand Master Fra’ John 
T. Dunlap and Conf. Danny Higgins outside 
Philermos House in Southport.
6. Fr. James McCarthy at our Camp for Disabled 
Youth.
7. Fr Anthony Robbie washing up at the 
Community Care Kitchen.
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Upcoming Lourdes Masses on 
Saturday 14 February 2026

10am at St. Francis Xavier’s 
Cathedral, Adelaide

10.30am at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral, Melbourne

To learn more about these members and to view photographs from these events, visit orderofmalta.org.au.


