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Introduction:

The Australian Association of the Order of Malta Limited (ABN 37 142 209 121) and its
related entities (The “Australian Order”) receives gifts from various sources like
members, private donors, and public donations. The purpose of this policy is to set
clear rules on which gifts the Order can accept, ensuring that the Australian Order
avoids any risk to its reputation or legal compliance.

Scope of Policy:

This policy applies to all entities and volunteers connected to the Australian Order
and must be followed in line with local laws. If local laws are stricter than this policy,
the local law must be followed.

Key Principles:

1. Reputation: The Australian Order must not accept gifts that could harm its
reputation or negatively impact its work.

2. Legal Compliance: Entities must follow all local laws and best practices
related to fundraising in the regions they operate.

3. Caution with Donors: Entities must be careful about allowing donors to be
publicly associated with the Australian Order, especially if there are any
concerns about the donor’s motives.

Expectations for Entities:

1. Local Policy: Each entity must have its own policy for accepting gifts, which
includes a process for reviewing donations. The entity's board should be
responsible for overseeing the gift acceptance process and which must
incorporate the principles of this policy.

2. Ethos of the Australian Order: Entitfies should be careful not to accept
donations from sectors that go against Catholic teachings, like arms trade or
pornography.

3. Legal Compliance: Entities must follow local fundraising laws, including anti-
money laundering (AML) rules. All relevant staff must be made aware of these
laws.

4. Donor Screening: Entities must have a process to evaluate donors based on
factors like the donation size and potential risks. They may also need to do
background checks on donors, depending on the donation’s value.

5. Due Diligence: Entities must check potential donors carefully to ensure the
money is from a legitimate and acceptable source, especially if the gift is
large or comes with any risks.

6. Record Keeping: Records of donor screenings must be kept and comply with
privacy laws (like GDPR), explaining what decision was made about each
donation.

7. Anonymous Donations: Donations made anonymously must be treated with
extra caution and only accepted if the source is verified as legal and
acceptable, especially since some jurisdictions have rules about anonymous
donations.

Order of Malta Australia PO Box 79, Caringbah NSW 1495
Tel: (+61) 2 9331 8477 | Email: info@orderofmalta.org.au www.orderofmalta.org.au


http://www.orderofmalta.org.au/

