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2025 COATS FOR
THE HOMELESS
DISTRIBUTION

Members and volunteers of

the Order of Malta are currently
distributing 4,000 Coats for the
Homeless, socks and hygiene
items to rough sleepers across
Australia. Thanks to our network
of supporters, we are expanding
our distribution locations again,
enabling us to reach more
homeless Australians.

An important part of this project is
that our volunteers take the time to
speak with those they meet and learn
more about their circumstances.

One of our new volunteers, Monique,
shares her experiences of her first
outreach service:

“I participated in my first Coats for

the Homeless distribution last night
and it was quite the experience.
Temperatures were in the low single
digits this week in Melbourne, which
meant that coats were in high demand
with those sleeping rough and exposed
to the elements.

| was pleasantly surprised to see what
a difference a conversation, a coat and
a care pack can make to someone’s
night. People were just so happy to

have someone show some interest
and care for them.

Our first stop was to Arden Street,
North Melbourne. We met a number
of people there who spoke to us about
their lives and the challenges they
faced that have contributed to their
current circumstances. It was amazing
how honest everyone was, the way
they opened up about the mistakes
they have made in life and how they
took responsibility for their actions.

One described a gambling addiction
that caused him to lose his job, and
then his home and how he had slept
in a car for the last five years. This
individual was so grateful when we
offered him a coat and a care pack
consisting of the essentials that
most take for granted daily, it was so
uplifting. When asked further about
his living situation and if he has
applied for government housing, he
answered "yes", but had been waiting
for a number of years. He lives with
hope and positivity though that his
application will be accepted.

We met another person who suffers
from PTSD due to his experiences as

a first responder. He explained some
of the awful things he had seen in life
and personally endured and how this
had affected his personal relationships
and work options. Yet he didn’t want to
make a fuss or accept much and was

grateful for the items he chose.

We came across two gentlemen that
had the Order’s coats from previous
years and we had to talk them into
upgrading to a new edition that was
fresh and clean. Their concern was
that they may be taking from others in
need. The gratitude and care of others
in similar predicaments to them really
took me by surprise.

Last stop for the night was Flinders
Street, and we came across more
individuals in need. Some stories
were shocking and sad to hear. When
talking to people and seeing them
light up at the sight of the van, this
activity demonstrates that no matter
what someone’s background or story
is, the nicest things in life really can
be the simplest - a conversation with
someone to listen to how you feel,
something to keep warm in and basic
necessities to be comfortable.

It was so interesting to hear some
feedback from individuals about
what they need most. One mentioned
they would like more information on
counselling services available, and
one wanted information on safer
suburbs and locations to find housing.
I personally think that being out and
speaking to people is the best way
for an organisation such as the Order
of Malta to improve our systems to
ensure that we can provide the best
service possible to those in need.

Reflecting on the experience, | can't
help thinking that life is a fragile thing.
It can be one or two bad decisions
away from becoming homeless. It was
clear that many of these people didn't
have the safety net of a caring family
and if they had a bad experience or
mental issues it was then that they
would spiral into the world of the
homeless.”

Support the Coats for the
Homeless project with a
tax-deductible donation

coatsforthehomeless.org

View our gallery from the Coats
for the Homeless distribution
at orderofmalta.org.au

CREATING LEADERS
WELCOMES NEW
STUDENTS

Earlier this year, ten new students
joined the Order of Malta Creating
Leaders scholarship program
bringing the total number of
students currently in the program
to 19.

Creating Leaders is an Order of Malta
scholarship program in Timor-Leste that
supports underprivileged children to
continue in formal education.

Like many developing countries, Timor-
Leste has high levels of poverty and low
national human development. Education
is an important vehicle to employment,
independence, social and political
empowerment and consequently,
national development. However, a cycle
of poverty often creates barriers to
children’s participation.

The Creating Leaders scholarships
cover the students school fees,
transport expenses, uniforms and
meals.

Many of the programs past students
have gone on to pursue further
education and some of our earliest
students have established careers in
fields such as medicine, education and
engineering.

The large intake this year is thanks to
increased support from Order of Malta
donors, which has allowed students like
Laura (pictured with her mother) to be
offered a scholarship and continue her
studies.

Laura is a hardworking student in

Year 11 who has career aspirations

to become an engineer. Her favourite
subjects at school are Mathematics and
Physics. Outside of school her interests
include basketball and being involved

in Laodato Si — a youth movement
program focused on addressing
environmental challenges.

Laura’s parents are currently
experiencing financial difficulty as

her mother is battling cancer. As her
carer, Laura’s father is limited in his
employment options and currently the
family’s only source of income is a small
kiosk they operate from their home. On
average this generates $5 per day.

In addition to the running costs of a
home, this income most cover the
transport expenses for Laura’s three
older siblings who studying at UNTL
University.

The Creating Leaders Scholarship
will pay for Laura’s school fees and
transportation costs so she can finish
her studies at Casait School until she
graduates in 2026.

Sponsoring a child in the
Creating Leaders Scholarship
Program costs $100 a month.

Support this project with a tax-
deductible donation.

For more student profiles visit
orderofmalta.org.au
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POPE LEO
XIV: THE
GRAND
MASTER OF
THE ORDER
OF MALTA
WELCOMES
THE NEW
PONTIFF

“A moment of grace for the
universal Church”. With these
words the Grand Master of the
Sovereign Order of Malta, Fra’
John T. Dunlap, welcomed the
election of Pope Leo XIV, 267th
Pope and Bishop of Rome.

The white smoke arrived at the 4th
vote, in which the cardinal Robert
Francis Prevost, 69 years old, Prefect
of the Dicastery for Bishops and
Archbishop-Bishop emeritus of
Chiclayo (Peru), ascends to the papal
throne. The habemus papam was
pronounced by Cardinal Protodeacon
Dominique Mamberti. Looking out

of the Loggia of Benedictions, Pope
Leo XIV called for “an unarmed and
disarming peace” and spoke of “a
missionary Church, a Church that
builds bridges and welcomes everyone

with open arms,” as well as “a synodal
Church that walks, that seeks to be
close to those most in need and to
those who suffer.”

The Grand Master declared: “We
welcome with reverent gratitude

the election of the new Holy Father,
Successor of Peter and universal
leader of the Catholic Church. In

this moment of grace for the entire
community of the faithful, | wish to
express, on behalf of the Sovereign
Order of Malta, our filial devotion and

our full adherence to His Magisterium.

We are particularly honoured to have
welcomed Him among the members
of the Order of Malta as a cardinal,
and we see this as a sign of a spiritual
and institutional bond which unites us
even more deeply to His person. We
pray that the Holy Spirit will illuminate
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His pontificate and give Him strength
and wisdom in the exercise of His

high ministry. Our Order, faithful to its
religious vocation and humanitarian
mission, from this moment assures the
Holy Father of its constant support in
defending human dignity, in serving the
poor and promoting peace.”

The first Pontiff from the United
States, Pope Robert Francis Prevost
was born on 14 September 1955 in
Chicago and entered the Order of
Saint Augustine in 1977. An expert on
social and cultural issues, he gained
a deep understanding of the Church
in Latin America. Created cardinal

by Pope Francis in the Consistory of
30 September 2023, Pope Leo XIV
repeatedly recalled his predecessor in
the words he spoke from the Loggia of
Benedictions.



A JOURNEY

OF FAITH AND
SERVICE - ORDER
OF MALTA 6/TH
INTERNATIONAL
PILGRIMAGE TO
LOURDES

On the first weekend in May,
Lourdes was again bustling with
pilgrims in Order of Malta uniforms
and carrying flags for the 67th
international pilgrimage of the
Order of Malta to the sanctuary of
Our Lady of Lourdes in France.

The Grand Master Fra’ John T. Dunlap
led the delegation, together with Grand
Commander Fra' Emmanuel Rousseau,
Grand Chancellor Riccardo Paterno di
Montecupo, Grand Hospitaller Josef

D. Blotz and Receiver of the Common
Treasure Fabrizio Colonna.

36 pilgrims from the Australian
Association joined over 7,000 Order
of Malta pilgrims from 43 countries,
including 1,200 sick, 440 doctors and
healthcare workers, 250 religious, 500
young volunteers and 200 children.

In addition to the formal celebrations
which included the Eucharistic
Procession with the sick to the Sanctuary,
the Pontifical High Mass in the St Pius

X Basilica, Mass at the Grotto and

the Marian torchlight procession, the
Australian itinerary included visits to the
sacred baths, Stations of the Cross, the

OUR

LADY OF
PHILERMOS
ROSE

KNOCK

PRAYER

BOOK
SIGNED BY
FR RICHARD
GIBBONS

Church of St John the Baptist in Bartres,
a walking tour of Lourdes and wine
tasting with the Slovakian Association.
All these activities were enriched by the
fellowship attendee experienced with
their fellow pilgrims and the sick they
accompanied.

Grand Master Fra’ John T. Dunlap
emphasised the significance of the
pilgrimage, which this year falls at

an exceptional time in the life of the
Church: “While on pilgrimage, each of

us is invited to rediscover the mercy and
tenderness of God in a world so often
marked by suffering and division. In this
spirit, the passing of the Holy Father takes
on a profound significance. His life and
pontificate were a living testament to that
very grace — a grace that embraces, heals,
and opens paths of hope.” In this regard,
he added, “that legacy lives on in every
volunteer who, whether joining us for the
first time or returning once again, offers
their time and strength throughout this
Pilgrimage to care for the weakest and
most vulnerable — many having travelled
from all corners of the world to be here.”

BRINGING LOURDES
TO AUSTRALIA

For members of the Order

of Malta, a pilgrimage to
Lourdes represents one of the
most significant moments

in their spiritual lives. For
Australians unable to visit
Lourdes, Lourdes Healing
Mass celebrations are held
annually in Melbourne, Sydney,
Brisbane and Adelaide where
those attending receive a
blessing for good health and
a bottle of Lourdes water for
their personal use.

The next Lourdes Healing
Mass will be on Saturday

2 August 2025, 10am at St
Mary’s Catholic Parish, South
Brisbane. All are welcome.

AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

OUR LADY OF PHILERMOS ROSE - $48

A red rose, with a mild fragrance growing on a medium bush with semi
glossy foliage. Blooms appear in small clusters throughout the season.
Suitable for garden displays and vases. Proceeds go to the Order of
Malta charitable works.

KNOCK PRAYER BOOK SIGNED BY FR RICHARD GIBBONS - $40

Fr Richard Gibbons, rector at Knock Shrine, has written, and personally
chosen, this collection of prayers which are inspired by the life lived in
Knock and what Knock means to all the pilgrims, visitors, volunteers
and parishioners that make up its story.

This hardcover book is an ideal size for your pocket or bag and includes
full colour photographs from Ireland’s National Shrine, Ideal as a gift for
someone special or as resource to dip into throughout your day.

Visit shop.orderofmalta.org.au

VOLUNTEERS
IN ACTION

1. Semester 1 of our Read to Learn
program at Preston North East
primary school in Victoria wrapped
up in June. Read to Learn volunteers
assist the school in building the
reading capacities and good study
habits of primary school children who
may not have the opportunity to read
at home with their parents and/ or
whose parents speak English as an
additional language.

The program runs during term

times on Mondays between 15.00 -
16.30, with an induction session for
volunteers on Monday 11 August, and
the first session with the students for
the Semester 2 program starting on
Monday 18 August.

2. Every Wednesday, members and
volunteers at the Community Care
Kitchen in Bondi, NSW cook and serve
a three-course meal to anyone in need
between 6.30 — 7.30pm.

3. In Darwin members and volunteers
deliver approximately 80 meals to the
homeless community each month.
Thanks to the support of donors, from
August the frequency of the service
will increase to fortnightly.

4. In Brisbane, members and
volunteers continue to provide food
services at Emmanuel City Mission
twice a month.

5. Twice a week the Mobile
Community Café in Darebin, Victoria
provide an informal and safe space
for isolated or disadvantaged people
to meet, to share food and engage in
informal conversation. Participants
can also seek assistance with life
tasks such as completing forms

and IT assistance or connecting
community members with other
services and supports available to
them.

6. In May, members in Darwin
travelled to Daly River — Naiyu,

where they distributed blankets and
food items. The mission was jointly
organised with the St Vincent de Paul
Society (NT), who provided clothes,
soft toys for children and other
needed items.

7. At the request of the Holy Father,
Order of Malta volunteers are
providing medical assistance to
pilgrims during the 2025 Jubilee in
the four Major Basilicas in Rome and
in St Peter’'s Square. Members and
volunteers from around the world
will be manning the first aid stations
over the year. A team from Australia
provided first aid support in June.

Learn more

orderofmalta.org.au/volunteer

ORDER OF MALTA
RESPONDS

TO NATURAL
DISASTERS

1. Myanmar Earthquake

Following the 7.7 magnitude
earthquake which hit Myanmar

on Friday, 28 March, the Order of
Malta's international relief aid agency,
Malteser International (Ml,) was quick
to respond as teams were already on
the ground in Myanmar and in refugee
camps along the Thai-Myanmar
border.

The initial relief effort saw Ml provide
the people in Myanmar who have lost
everything in the quake with food,
clothing, hygiene items, tarpaulins,
buckets, blankets, and soap. Longer-
term recovery efforts continue and
include supporting the affected people
with medical care and medication,
WASH teams (water, sanitation,

hygiene) providing safe drinking
water, repairing damaged water pipes,
constructing emergency latrines

and distributing soap and water
purification tablets.

2. Cyclone Alfred

As Cyclone Alfred was causing havoc
across Southeast Queensland and
Northern New South Wales, Emmanuel
City Mission (ECM) went into overdrive
opening 24 hours a day for 6 days.

At times, well over 100 people
sheltered overnight in dry and secure
conditions as the tropical storm raged
outside. The community rallied to
ECM'’s aid with donations of food,
bedding, mattresses, clothing, and
decisively hands-on help.

Members and volunteers from the
Order of Malta answered the call

by donating food supplies to feed
those who sought shelter, assisting in
overnight supervision and cooking and
serving meals.

The Order of Malta aims to assist in times of crisis, including refugee support and emergency relief to those
impacted by disaster or conflict. By donating to our Emergency Relief Fund you will enable us to respond rapidly
to emerging needs. Please support us today.

| WANT TO HELP

You can make a donation by visiting orderofmalta.org.au/
donate, making a direct deposit or by completing this form

1. Carlo Randazzo, has been honoured

by the Italian Government with the title of
Comendatore della Repubblica Italiana. Carlo
was awarded this title for his role as Honorary
Consul for Italy in the Northern Territory.

2. Professor Gabrielle McMullen AM who has
been awarded an honorary doctorate from
Australian Catholic University (ACU) for her
contributions to Catholic education and church
institutions.

3. Brigadier Peter John Evans (Retd) was
awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia for
service to veterans, and to the community of
Canberra.

4. John Anthony McCarthy KC was made a
Member of the Order of Australia for significant
service to the Catholic Church in Australia, to the
law, and to sports administration.

5. The Reverend Father Allan James Winter
was made a Member of the Order of Australia
for service to the Catholic Church, and to the
community.

and returning it in the reply paid envelope provided.

DIRECT DEPOSIT:
Order of Malta
BSB: 083 453, Account: 44 888 1897

I am happy for the Order to allocate my donation
to where the need is greatest;

or | would like to support:
Coats for the Homeless

Emergency Relief Fund
Creating Leaders Scholarships

REMEMBER, GIFTS OF $2 AND OVER
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Send me information about leaving the Order a bequest

Please remove me from your mailing list.

Donations will be allocated to projects as requested by
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been met, we will allocate funds to another Order of Malta
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