CREATING LEADERS
STUDENTS SIT
FINAL EXAMS

Congratulations to our graduating
Creating Leaders students, Maria,
Lucio, Agario, and Valeria in Timor-
Leste, who have finished their final
national examinations at the end
of 2024.

These students have shown great
commitment to their studies and are
confident that the opportunities that
an education has given them will
enable them to have a bright future
that will also benefit the development
of their country.

The Creating Leaders scholarships
provide not only the payment of
school fees, but other assistance and
support to help children overcome
barriers that might prevent their
participation in education, such as
transport, uniforms and meals.

In Timor-Leste, 23 per cent of
secondary age children in Timor-Leste
are not in school and there is a clear
income disparity later in life between
those who have completed schooling
versus those who have not. On
average, one more year of education
brings a 10 per cent increase in an
individual’s earnings. Each additional
year is associated with an 18 per cent
higher gross domestic product per
graduate.

We have a number of success stories
from our past students. Creating
Leaders graduate Amalia recently
finished her final year of university
and has provided an update on her
ambitions after graduating and a
message for our supporters:

“My name is Amalia, and | was a
student in the Creating Leaders
program from 2016 until 2018. Joining

and I found myself in a challenging
situation. However, the opportunity
provided by this program allowed me
to continue my secondary education
and eventually graduate from
Portuguese School of Dili — CELP -
Ruy Cinatti.

Upon completing my secondary
education, | pursued further studies at
the University of Timor-Leste (UNTL)
in Dili. I am deeply grateful for the
opportunity to study at this university
as it is affordable and offers a high-
quality curriculum.

I have recently secured a position

as a Trainee Lawyer at a law firm.

This job will greatly assist me in
providing financial support to my
family. Additionally, | am also planning
to apply for a scholarship from the
Camodes Institution next year, hoping
for success in that endeavour as well.

Lastly, | want to express my sincere
gratitude for the support my family
has received during these challenging
times. Thank you to those who donate
to this program.”

ST JOHN'S COLLEGE
AND ORDER OF
MALTA PARTNER

AT COMMUNITY
CARE KITCHEN

St John's College students have
partnered with the Order of Malta

to run the Community Care Kitchen

in Bondi every second Wednesday
of each month. This new initiative
reflects the College’'s commitment
to serving those in need and
demonstrating leadership through
action.

The meals at this service are
generously prepared, cooked and
packaged by the College catering
provider Chartwells. The food is then
transported by the students to the
Community Care Kitchen, where each
month, a volunteer roster of St John's
students, guided by Order of Malta
member, Confrére Steve Christie and
Chaplain Fr Anthony Robbie, serve the
guests.

The students prepare, serve and

clear food to around 40 people

in the Bondi area who attend the
Community Care Kitchen. Beyond
nourishment, volunteers also offer
care, conversation, and compassion
to those individuals facing hardship in
their lives.

Although Bondi is often perceived
as an affluent area of Sydney, many
individuals living in the area face
significant hardship, having fallen
through unseen by the system.

The Order of Malta Community
Care Kitchen, which operates out
of St Patrick’s Catholic Church on
Wellington Street every Wednesday

between 6.30 — 7.30pm, offers a free,
warm nourishing meal to those in
need.

Grateful members of the community
are often surprised by the quality

of the food served and the warm
hospitality they receive from the
volunteers who run the service.

The Community Care Kitchen is
run entirely by volunteers and
funded by donations. Please
consider a tax-deductible
donation to continue this work.
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A gift of as little as $100
a month could sponsor a
child in the Creating Leaders
Scholarship program.
Donations can be made using
the donation coupon enclosed.

To mark 50 years since the formation of
the Australian Association of the Order

of Malta in 1974, the Prince and Grand
Master, His Most Eminent Highness Fra’
John Dunlap and the Grand Chancellor, His
Excellency Riccardo Paterno di Montecupo
travelled to Australia in October 2024.

Their visit started in Melbourne where they joined
members for Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral and
visited Caritas Christi Hospice in Kew, where

- & they had the opportunity to learn more about the

. 9 Eastern Palliative Care project which is dedicated
Write your will now

. to supporting terminally ill people. In the evening,
W|Iled.com.au/orderofmclltq a dinner brought together members, friends and

volunteers, who heard from the Grand Master
and the volunteers themselves, who shared the
important impact of the Order’s projects on the
community.

this program brought me immense
happiness and proved to be incredibly
significant for both me and my family.

They all plan to continue their
education, and we asked them to
share their next steps with us. You
can read each of their profiles online
at orderofmalta.org.au/creating-
leaders-class-0f-2024/.

When | first joined the program, my
family was facing financial difficulties
after the passing of my mother

Include a charity.
Leave a legacy.

get closer to the community. During
the wet season, flooding cuts off
these roads completely, leaving Emu
Point isolated for several months of
the year.

VOLUNTEERS
DELIVER SUPPLIES
TO REMOTE
COMMUNITY IN
THE NORTHERN
TERRITORY

In October, ten volunteers from the
St Vincent de Paul Society NT and
the Order of Malta NT, gathered
early in the morning at St Mary's
Star of the Sea Cathedral to set
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As remarked by one of our volunteers,
"This journey is not just about bringing
supplies - it is about strengthening

our bonds with our brothers and
sisters and showing that distance is
no barrier to friendship and support.
Every kilometre we travel reinforces
our ongoing commitment to walking
alongside them on their journey."

AUSTRALIA

Fra’ John Dunlap then travelled to Queensland to
visit a new Order of Malta facility that will open

in early 2025. Philermos House in Southport will
cater to a range of people needing assistance; the

the relationships renewed and Valid between 01-28 February

strengthened.

off in convoy to Emu point with
vehicles loaded with supplies.

Emu Point sits in the heart of the
Daly River region, approximately 220
kilometres southwest of Darwin.

The four-hour journey there starts on
sealed roads, but these soon change
to dusty, corrugated dirt tracks as you

Upon arrival, Fr Ched Mlokea
celebrated Mass, bringing volunteers
and community members together in
shared faith. The morning unfolded
naturally into conversation and
connection, with children playing.
Although the volunteers distributed
clothing, food, and sacred articles,
the true value of the day lay in

3

This collaboration between the Order
of Malta and St Vincent de Paul
Society NT exemplifies Catholic social
teaching in action. It demonstrates
how our faith community reaches

out to and supports our brothers and
sisters across the vast expanses of
the Territory, regardless of distance or
difficulty.

The Australian Association of the Order of Malta
PO Box 79, Caringbah NSW 1495

Telephone: +61 2 9331 8477 | info@orderofmalta.org.au
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homeless, those suffering from mental illness,

the elderly without adequate savings, refugees,
young families with limited incomes and people on
government welfare struggling to survive.

Continues on page 2
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During his time in the Sunshine
State, the Grand Master also met
with members at a dinner, visited
Emmanuel City Mission in Brisbane
where Order of Malta members
and volunteers regularly provide
food services to guests and was
received by Her Excellency the Hon
Dr Jeannette Young AC PSM, the
Governor of Queensland.

The Grand Master and Grand
Chancellor then travelled to Sydney
where the official 50th Anniversary
Celebrations would take place. On
Saturday 2 November, they joined
members at an Investiture Mass at
St. Anne’s Catholic Church in Bondi
to welcome seven new members into
the Order of Malta Australia and to
witness a member take the Promise
of Obedience.

A number of our Order of Malta
chaplains travelled to Sydney

to celebrate the Mass and our
sincerest thanks go to Archbishop
Anthony Fisher OP, Archbishop Mark
Coleridge, Bishop Terence Curtin,
Bishop Richard Umbers, Fr Anthony
Robbie, Fr Gerard McMorrow and Fr
James McCarthy. A special mention
also to His Excellency Archbishop
Charles Balvo, Apostolic Nuncio to
Australia, who also concelebrated
the Mass.

Following the Mass, the Grand
Master visited the founding President

of the Australian Association, the
Hon. Dennis Mahoney AO KC, who
turned 100 in December. They
discussed the early history of the
Order of Malta in Australia and future
opportunities to expand its work
in the Asia Pacific region. Confrere
Dennis Mahoney was also given

a medal by Fra’ John Dunlap to
commemorate the visit and thank
him for his years of service.

In the evening, the celebrations
concluded with 250 members,
volunteers and dignitaries coming
together for a formal dinner.
Attendees heard from the Grand
Master and keynote speaker, former
Governor-General of Australia,
General the Hon Sir Peter Cosgrove
AK CVO MC.

Following the official celebrations,
the Grand Master and Grand
Chancellor remained in Sydney and
were received by the Governor of
New South Wales, the Hon Margaret
Beasley AC KC. Fra’ John Dunlap,
was also able to speak with students
at Australian Catholic University
where he was awarded an honorary
doctorate.

The final leg of the visit saw our
guests travel to Canberra where
they were received by the Governor-
General of Australia, the Hon Sam
Mostyn AC and visited the House of
Representatives, where the Speaker
acknowledged and welcomed the
delegation from the Grand Magistry

ORDER OF MALTA
VOLUNTEERS
PROVIDE FOOD
SERVICES ON
CHRISTMAS DAY

A special thank you to our Order
of Malta volunteers who provided
food services to those in need on
Christmas Day.

In Brisbane, members and volunteers
serve up a very special breakfast

at Emmanuel City Mission for
Christmas Day. There was plenty

of Yuletide joy on display. No one
was left hungry, as eggs, bacon,
pastries, fruit, and special treats
were abundant for those who did

not have the traditional Christmas
opportunities.

of the Order of Malta during
Parliamentary Question Time. They
were also able to meet with members
and Ambassadors from countries
with whom the Order of Malta have
diplomatic relations and visited the
Australian War Memorial to lay a
wreath.

The visit was the Grand Master's
first visit to Australia since being
appointed last year. His presence
enabled a spotlight to be put on the
work of the Order of Malta Australia
and raised much needed awareness
about the work being done to assist
the lonely, abandoned, homeless,
marginalised and disadvantaged.

Visit orderofmalta.org.au
for further information and
images from the visit as

well as links to the press
coverage the visit received.

In the evening, members and
volunteers at the Community Care
Kitchen in Bondi cooked and served
a Christmas feast to guests. Whilst
it was a busy service, our volunteers
still took the time to sit and chat with
guests, many of whom have become
regular attendees at this weekly
meal service.

We thank our committed volunteers
for their service and sharing the

joy of Christmas with those less
fortunate.

Learn more about
volunteering opportunities
with the Order of Malta

at orderofmalta.org.au/
volunteeropportunities/

LAUNCH OF

THE HOLY LAND
BLESSED GERARD
CAMPAIGN

As we enter a new year, itis a
special year for our Catholic
church with Jubilee 25 - Pilgrims of
Hope.

For those able to make the trip to
Rome and experience this pilgrimage
firsthand Pope Francis has noted the
benefits of: ‘drawing from the spiritual
treasury of the Church by passing
through the Holy Door and venerating
the relics of the Apostles Peter and
Paul preserved in Roman basilicas’.
Dioceses throughout the world will
also conduct liturgies and events to
enable all the faithful to celebrate the
Jubilee with deep faith, lively hope and
active charity.

In this spirit of faith, hope and charity,
we have launched a special campaign
to assist those currently suffering

in the Holy Land in both Gaza and
Lebanon, the land of our Order’s
origins where Blessed Gerard first
cared for the poor and sick.

The funds raised will be used directly
by our members, volunteers and

Chaplains of the Order.

Despite formidable logistical and
security challenges, the Order of Malta
and the Latin Patriarchate arranged
shipments of critical aid and ensured
their safe delivery and distribution to
the heart of Northern Gaza. Every step
of the process, from shipment to final
delivery, was meticulously coordinated
to guarantee that aid reached those in
need.

In September 2024, the operation
reached a pivotal milestone with the
delivery of 20 tons of fresh fruits and
vegetables, alongside 40 tons of food
and hygiene supplies. By October,
this effort doubled, resulting in 40
tons of fresh produce reaching the
community.

In November, the relief initiative
delivered critical support to over

1,000 families from the Christian
community and neighbouring areas
near the Holy Family compound, with
each family receiving 20 kilograms of
non-perishable goods. Simultaneously,
5,000 families were provided with

five kilograms of fresh fruits and
vegetables each.

In total, the operation has distributed
approximately 140 tons of aid,
benefiting nearly 40,000 individuals

MEMBERS
HONOURED

On Thursday 12 December, our
devoted vice-president, Confrere
Daniel Kwok, was created a papal
knight in the Order of Pope St
Sylvester.

The honour was delivered by His Grace,
Archbishop Fisher of Sydney, who
spoke elegantly of the reasons why
honours of this nature are awarded and
how they should be regarded by other
members of the Church.

This very well-deserved recognition
came not only from Daniel’s work for
the Order of Malta, but for his other
wonderful contributions to the Church's
work over many years, particularly
through his parish and his work for the
Sisters of St Joseph.
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— 10% of the population remaining
in northern Gaza after the massive
displacement of circa two million
residents.

Looking ahead, the Order of Malta,
in collaboration with Malteser
International and Latin Patriarchate
of Jerusalem, is committed to
sustaining this vital mission. Plans are
underway to deliver two shipments
per month, each carrying 100 tons
of essential supplies. Additionally,
efforts are advancing to establish

a medical facility within the Holy
Family compound to address urgent
healthcare needs.

On Friday 13 December, HE Inés

Maria de Almeida, Ambassador of
Timor-Leste to Australia presented
Confrére David Scarf, with the Order of
Timor-Leste. The Order of Timor-Leste
symbolises the nation’s gratitude to
individuals who have played an active
and crucial role in the development of
Timor-Leste.

As the former Ambassador of the
Order of Malta to Timor-Leste and
Oceania, David received this award in
recognition of his work to establish the
Order of Malta Medical Clinic in Dili,
which provides free medical care to
700 Timorese patients a month and the
Creating Leaders Scholarship Program,
that helps pay for education expenses
for children from some of the poorest
families of Timor-Leste..

Congratulations Daniel and David on
these well-deserved honours.

LOURDES MASS
CELEBRATIONS

On Saturday 7 December 2024, over
600 faithful attended our annual
Order of Malta Lourdes Day Mass
at St Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney. For
those unable to attend in person the
Mass was also livestreamed and
viewed by hundreds more.

Our Lourdes Mass celebrations are
for the intentions of all Catholic
families, but those in need of physical
or spiritual healing and support

are particularly encouraged to
participate. Those in attendance who
have a need for healing will receive

a bottle of water brought from the
shrine at Lourdes and a blessing for
good health. A special thank you

to our celebrants, Order of Malta
Chaplains, Fr James McCarthy and
Fr Anthony Robbie who showed such
care and compassion to those who
attended this special celebration.

The pilgrimage to Lourdes represents
one of the most significant moments
in the spiritual life of the Order’s

You can make a donation by visiting

orderofmalta.org.au/donate, making a direct deposit or
by completing this form and returning it in the reply paid

envelope provided.

Direct Deposit:

Order of Malta

BSB: 083 453
Account: 44 888 1897

members and volunteers and

going to Lourdes at least once is

an obligation for members of the
Order of Malta. Each year, Lourdes
dedicates the first weekend in May
for the Annual Pilgrimage of the
International Order of Malta. Over
7,000 members and volunteers from
all over the world take part, including
1,600 sick and disabled pilgrims.

Central events at the Pilgrimage
include the 8,000 strong Adoration

of the Blessed Sacrament and
candlelight Rosary as well as Masses
at the Grotto and Stations of the
Cross. Importantly, being hands-on
companions to the Malades (the sick
and disabled), is one of the defining
memories from the Pilgrimage.

The dates for the Lourdes Pilgrimage
in 2025 are Monday 28 April to
Tuesday 6 May.

For many malades the trip to France
is not only expensive but arduous.
Therefore, members of the Order of
Malta bring ‘Lourdes to Australia’ at
the annual Order of Malta Lourdes
Mass celebrations across Australia.
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Name

Address

I am happy for the Order to allocate my donation

to where the need is greatest; or
| would like to support:
Coats for the Homeless
Holy Land Blessed Gerald Campaign
Creating Leaders Scholarships

Order of Malta Community Care Kitchen

REMEMBER, GIFTS OF $2 AND OVER

ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

State Postcode

Email address

UPCOMING
LOURDES MASSES:

Sat 8 Feb 2025
10am at St. Francis
Xavier’s Cathedral,
Adelaide

Sat 8 Feb 2025
10.30am at St Patrick’s
Cathedral, Melbourne

| WANT TO HELP

Telephone

Please find enclosed a Cheque/ Money Order
(payable to ‘The Order of Malta’) for|$ or;

Please debit my credit card the amount of | $

Frequency

Send me information about leaving the Order a bequest

Please remove me from your mailing list.

Donations will be allocated to projects as requested by
the donor. However if the needs of a project have already
been met, we will allocate funds to another Order of Malta

charitable activity.

Credit Card Number
Expiry Date

Signature | X

Once only
Monthly

Card Type Visa
MasterCard

Cardholder name



