


2021 ORDER 
OF MALTA 
YOUTH CAMP 
ON THE 
GOLD COAST 
The Australian Association’s hosting of 
the Asia Pacific Youth Camp has been 
like so many things in 2020 affected 
by the current COVID -19 pandemic. 
However with excellent support 
from the Queensland Department 
of Education, at whose facilities the 
Camp will be held, the camp has 
been rescheduled for 19th to 24th 
September 2021.

The Camp is a wonderful opportunity for 
The Order’s guests who have challenges in 
their lives, their carers and an enthusiastic 
group of volunteers to come together 
for constructive fellowship and personal 
growth.

The Australian Association continues to 
plan for a Camp encompassing all the Asia 
Pacific associations and delegations of the 
Order of Malta. The COVID requirements 
will at all times be factored into those 
plans. Fundraising will be actively managed 
to allow the best Camp possible to be 
provided for the 150 guests, carers and 
volunteers expected to attend. 

ART WITH THE 
ELDERLY – 
FOSTERING 
CREATIVE 
SPIRIT 
In the Archdiocese of Canberra and 
Goulburn, member of the Order of 
Malta, Richard Hall has been a guest 
teacher in the U3A art program at a 
retirement village. 

The program aims to provide learning 
opportunities for older people in 
a friendly, supportive and social 
environment, using the skills and abilities 

of the members themselves with an 
emphasis on learning for the love of it.

The art program has no pre-requisites 
of skill and during the 90 minute weekly 
sessions the artists are gradually 
introduced to the basic techniques in 
pastel, water colour and charcoal media. 
In doing so it fosters the creative spirit 
of the elderly residents while lifting their 
feeling of self-worth.

During the program Richard has noticed 
the participants remarkable progress, 
with one artist selling a piece at a local 
gallery. Most importantly there is the 
growing sense of community spirit 
as the artists share the delights of 
their creativity and discuss discovered 
techniques or experiments that worked.  

The session has also attracted 
residents who do not participate in the 
art sessions but enjoy talking to the 
members and sharing in the artists’ 
enthusiasm.

900TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE DEATH OF 
OUR FOUNDER 
BLESSED FRA’ 
GERARD 
On 3 September 2020, knights and 
dames of the Order of Malta attended 
a mass to mark the 900th anniversary 
of the death of the Order’s founder 
Blessed Fra’ Gerard at St Mary’s 
Cathedral, Sydney. The mass was 
celebrated by Archbishop Anthony 
Fisher OP, who is also one of the 
Order of Malta’s honorary conventual 
chaplains. 

Whilst attendance at the Cathedral was 
limited due to Covid-19 social distancing 

precautions, hundreds of Order of Malta 
members, volunteers and supporters 
worldwide were able to join the mass via 
livestream. 

Blessed Fra’ Gerard died in Jerusalem on 3 
September 1120. He was the founder and 
first Grand Master of the Order of Malta 
one of the oldest religious orders of the 
Catholic Church. 

His hospital for pilgrims to the Holy Land 
accepted everyone, regardless of origin or 
religion. For nine centuries members and 
volunteers of the Order of Malta have put 
his ideals of faith and charity into practice. 
This mission is today more relevant than 
ever as testified by medical, social and 
humanitarian commitments the Order has 
in 120 countries. 

To serve the sick and the poor is the gift 
that Fra’ Gerard left us and for which we 
remember him on this important 900th 
anniversary of his death.

 

The Order also wishes to thank Archbishop 
Fisher for celebrating the Mass and 
making St Mary’s Cathedral available for 
the occasion. His support of and interest 
in our work and history is something we 
appreciate greatly.

 	 Watch a recording of the mass at 
www.orderofmalta.org.au

‘STORY TELLING 
CENTRE’ AT 
MILTON TO 
ASSIST BUSHFIRE 
VICTIMS 
The Order of Malta has partnered with 
the Milton Ulladulla parish to open 
a ‘Story Telling Centre’ for bushfire 
victims. The parish encompasses 
the town of Conjola Park where 
approximately 100 homes were lost in 
the New Year's bushfires. The centre 
will organise recovery events, connect 
people with services and provide 
support to those impacted.  

Members of the Order will assist in the 
manning of the centre. The team will be 
trained in Psychological First Aid and will 
be rostered to work at centre to engage 

with the locals and participating in the 
many organised events. Training has 

already commenced with the first session 
completed on 19 September 2020.

The opening of the Story Telling Centre 
would not be possible without the generous 
support of our members and donors who 
also enabled us to provide $60,000 in 
emergency food vouchers to those affected 
NSW, VIC and SA during the fires.

✁

Name 

Address  

State    Postcode    Telephone  

Please find enclosed a Cheque/ Money Order  
(payable to ‘The Order of Malta’) for  $  or;

Please debit my credit card the amount of  $  

Frequency	 	 Once only	 Card Type	 	Visa 
	 	 Monthly		  	MasterCard

Credit Card Number                                 

Expiry Date          Cardholder name  

Signature  X

I WANT TO HELP 
You can make a donation by completing this form and 
returning it in the reply paid envelope provided.

�  	 I am happy for the Order to allocate my donation  
	 to where the need is greatest; or 

I would like to support:

 	Emergency Relief Fund – Lebanon Appeal

 	Natural Disaster Fund – Bushfire Appeal

 	Coats for the Homeless

 	Asia Pacific Youth Camp 2021 

REMEMBER, GIFTS OF $2 AND OVER  
ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

 	Send me information about leaving the Order a bequest 
 	Please remove me from your mailing list.

Donations will be allocated to projects as requested by 
the donor. However if the needs of a project have already 
been met, we will allocate funds to another Order of Malta 
charitable activity.

4 5

Please consider a donation to 
assist the recovery efforts in 

impacted communities. 
Tax deductible donations can 

be made on page 5.

We need to raise $250,000 to host the 2021 Asia Pacific Youth Camp. 
Donations to support this project can be made on page 5.

Pictured outside of the new Story Telling Centre, Milton Ulladulla parish priest Fr. Michael Dyer and 
Order of Malta members Frank Testa and Dunstan de Souza.

"I participated in the Order for 
Malta Camp for Young Adults 
in Hong Kong in October 2019. 
It was one of the best weeks of 
my life.
For once, I was allowed to be 
myself. It was OK and normal to 
be me, not the "disabled me".
The volunteers were caring, 
encouraging and went out of 
their way to ensure I had a great 
time.  
I made lots of new friends and 
loved travelling overseas. I really 
had a ton of fun doing things 
outside my comfort zone and 
would normally not have the 
opportunity to try.  I got to do 
archery and table tennis and 
rock climbing and went on a 
roller coaster. I even got up 
on stage and performed (with 
others!!).
I just can't wait to enjoy that 
again on the Gold Coast in 
2021. Thank you to everyone 
who made it possible.”
Christien Saklawy pictured with his 
mother Janet in Hong Kong 2019

COVID-19 CARE 
PACKS AND 
COATS FOR THE 
HOMELESS
Thank you to everyone who 
supported this project and ensured 
that 5,000 Coats for the Homeless 
and 1,000 Covid-19 Care Packs 
were distributed this winter. 

Special thanks to our volunteers who 
quickly adapted to work within the 
Covid-19 restrictions to ensure we were 
still able to distribute to those in need 
and the working bee volunteers who at 
short notice gathered to assemble the 
Covic-19 care packs.

As we move into spring, each region 
is planning to continue to provide 
services to the homeless during the 
pandemic whilst also planning 2021 
Coats for the Homeless distribution. As 
with every year, we need to place the 
manufacturing order for the Coats by 
the end of the year to ensure delivery in 
time for winter and the order is dictated 
by funds available for this project.

Please consider a donation to 
support Coats for the Homeless 

to ensure next winter we can 
provide this vital service to rough 

sleepers. Donate at   
www.coatsforthehomeless.org 

or complete the donation  
coupon below.

“As we now approach its millennium, 
the Order still seeks, like Blessed 
Gerard, to defend the faith and serve 
Christ in the sick poor. We lead by 
serving, as Christ recommends in  
our Gospel.’

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP


