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The civil war in of Syria seemed
to be in its final stages after

the fall of Aleppo, but civilians
are still suffering staggering
violence as fighting intensifies
in other embattled areas.

“The creation of so-called de-
escalation zones in four regions of the
country, including the Idlib province,
has indeed led to a reduction in
violence,” says Janine Lietmeyer,
Malteser International’s Country Desk
Officer for Syria. “"However, [dlib with
its 1.5 million inhabitants and a million
displaced persons, has seen a massive
increase in air strikes since November
2017. More than 100,000 people have
since fled the violence to seek refuge
near the Turkish border where living
conditions have become miserable as
the civil war enters its seventh year.”

Camps and reception centres on
the Syria-Turkish border have run out

of shelter to accommodate the new
arrivals, some of whom have been
displaced for the second or third time
since the beginning of the conflict.
The presence of al-Qaeda’s Syrian
affiliate Hayat Tahir al-Sham has

also presented further challenges to
humanitarian operations in the area.

“The West and the United Nations
have failed in every attempt to find

a political solution to the conflict. The
very little attention paid to this war by
the western media is disproportionate
to the ongoing fragedy faced by
civilians. In order to alleviate further
suffering, all political and diplomatic
efforts should be made fo at least
ensure safe delivery of humanitarian
aid,” states Lietmeyer.

In response fo the current crisis, the
Order of Malta's humanitarian relief
agency, Malteser International, is
providing cross-border assistance from
Turkey. Around one thousand families

For over 30 years the Order
of Malta has a tradition of
holding summer camps for
young disabled people aged
18 -30. The 2017 Asia Pacific
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in Idlib are to receive matiresses and
blankets. Malteser International has
been working in partnership with
local Syrian organisations to provide
medical care and life-saving aid for
displaced persons since 2013.

Malteser International is the
humanitarian relief agency of the
Sovereign Order of Malta. With over
100 projects annually in some 25
countries in Africa, Asia, Europe and
the Americas, Malteser International
has been standing by those affected
by poverty, disease, conflict and
disaster, helping them lead a healthy
life with dignity — without distinction of
religion, race or political persuasion.
Christian values and the humanitarian
principles build the foundation of its
work. For more information:
www.malleser-international.org

and www.orderofmalta.int

2018 DISABLED
YOUTH CAMP

Following the success of the
inaugural Asia Pacific Summer
Camp in Singapore last year,
the 2018 camp will be held
between 6th - 8th June at

the Villa Escudero in Tiaong,
Quezon in the Phillippines.

camp had 50 participants
from Australia, Hong Kong,
Philippines, Singapore and
Thailand. Each delegation
paid for their participants
flights, insurance and
registration fees

Donations for the 2018
Asia Pacific Summer
Camp can be made on
page 5.

COAITS FOR THE
HOMELESS -
MESSAGES OF
THANKS AND
2018 UPDATE

Thanks to the efforts of Members in New Zealand, the
Coats for the Homeless project has expanded to the
city of Gisborne on the East Coast of the North and
Auckland.

"We extend our appreciation for the
recent donation of 12 coats.

Due to the exireme coldness in
Ceduna recently, our Homeless team
donated the jackets to vulnerable
people and clients who often sleep
rough. We distributed the jackets to 8
men and 4 women. The response was
amazing and the feedback positive.
The majority of comments were 'they
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are very warm and keep us dry'”.

Rebecca Tuohy, Programme Manager
- Ceduna Generic Homelessness, SA

“Thank you to the Order of Malta for
their very generous donation of coats
for our visitors. They have literally
saved lives by keeping homeless
people warm, when they would
otherwise have developed pneumonia
with all its complications.”

Bryan, Director at The Shopfront,
Perth, WA

Donations towards Coats for the Homeless

“On behalf of St Vincent de Paul
Conference Ballina we would like to
thank you for your donation of coats.

The coats were distributed through the
Conference areas of Lismore, Kyogle,
Evans Head, Casino, Alstonville and
Ballina.

Your donation helped many poor and
destitute people seeking some warmth
during winter.”

Cathy Campbell, President St Francis
Xavier Conference, Ballina, NSW

Thank you to everyone who

has supported our Coats for the
Homeless project. This winter we have
committed to distribute 6,000 Coats to
the homeless across Australia.

$100 will buy three specially designed,
warm shower-proof coats for people
who find themselves without a home
this winter.

can be made on page 5

New Community
Care Van *
service for
Western Sydney's x
homeless
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Visit orderofmalta.org.au
for more regional news,
including:

>< SEVEN children sponsored in

December as part of our Creating
Leaders Sponsorship Programme

Two Knights invested in Wellington,
New Zealand

Project update: Catholic Advocacy
Service in Darwin

Day of the Poor - food distribution by
Members in Thailond

Galllery: QLD Branch 2017 Advent
Mass and Dinner

The Australian Association of the Order of Malta
33 - 37 West Street, Darlinghurst, NSW 2010
Telephone: +61 2 9331 8477 | info@smom.org.au
www.orderofmalta.org.au
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PROJECT UPDATES

PALLIATIVE
CARE SUPPORT
IN KEEPING
WITH OUR
MISSION

The Order of Malta has been active

in supporting the provision of quality
palliative care in keeping with its
mission “to practice charity towards my
neighbours, especially the poor and the
sick”.

In Victoria, for many years the Order
has supported St Vincent’s palliative
care hostel Caritas Christi in Kew and is
a partner, along with St. Vincent's and
Outer Eastern Palliative Care Services in
Eastern Palliative Care (EPC).

Consoeur Dr Anne Hunt OAM has served
on the EPC Board for a number of years
and will take over as Chairin 2018.
Joining her on the Board are Confreres
Prof David Kissane, who also chairs

its Clinical Governance Committee,
Stuart Rowland who chairs the Ethics
Committee and the Hon Justice Bernard
Teague AO.

EPC is heavily reliant on public support as
well as Government funding and its Public
Relations and Fundraising Committee has
an important role to play in raising funds
for the purchase of equipment. Consoeur
Lilian Anfonelii OAM is most active on this
Committee especially in coordinating

the biennial Italian lunch and the annual
cinema nights.

On a more day to day level, and
following the example set some years
ago by Confrere Sir James Gobbo,
members of the Order are active
volunteers with EPC’s Biography
Programme.

The Biography Programme helps
terminally ill people to record and publish
their life stories. Finished biographies are
provided in print and electronically for
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Back, L-R] Associate Professor Raymond Snyder [AM], Kevin Francis, Stephen Vale, Stuart Rowland, Professor David
Kissane, Harry Sampson, Honorable Justice Bernard Teague [AQ], Dr. Andrew Barnden
[Front,L-R] Dr.AnneHunt[FACE][OAM],PeterGurr,ProfessorJenniferPhilip[Absent]KirstenRodger

the clients to use as they wish. Clients
who have used the Programme often
report arise in the sense of wellbeing and
some decreases in levels of depression,
anxiety, breathlessness and even pain.
They have said that the most enjoyable
aspect of the project is the regular
interaction between themselves and the
biographer.

Furthermore, the published biography
then remains as an important record for
the family of their deceased member of
the family

In 2018 EPC will publish its 1000th
biography. Consoeur Tanya Murphy
and Confreres Gerard O'Donnell and
Sauro Antonelli AM are actively involved
as biographers and see it as fitting
appropriately in the mission of our Order.

In New South Wales, Members
provide ongoing support to St Joseph's
Palliative Care Unit in Auburn.

The Order’s financial support has
purchased equipment and improved
facilities at the unit, which would not
have been possible within the hospital's
normal health budget. This has included
portable morphine pumps for patient
pain relief, refurbishment of the family
and quiet room and a prognostic tool
to assess patients at the unit, which

has avoided the fransfer of patients to
Auburn District Hospital for assessment.

In Queensland, Members have
provided support to Mt Olivet, now
named St Vincent's Hospital. Members on

a regular basis sit with, console and listen
to patients in their time of great need.

Most recently the branch committed to
provide funds for the ongoing restocking
of the drinks cart, which is a favourite
amongst many patients. Additionally,
Members have also established the Tess
Cramond Memorial fund, in memory of
our much loved and influential member,
Prof Tess Cramond AO OBE. The Fund
aims to have a more focused campaign
on raising money and donating to the
hospital for much-needed works in
palliative care.

The Tess Cramond Memorial Fund will raise money for
palliative care at St Vincent's Hospital, QLD.

Donations to support
your local Palliative Care

Charitable Works can be
made on page 5.




THE SEVENTH
ORDER OF
MALTA

ASIA PACIFIC
CONFERENCE

The Seventh Asia Pacific conference
was held in Singapore from 9th to 12th
November 2017, the same venue of
the historic first Asia Pacific Conference
held in 2010. The Asia Pacific
Conference is now a fixed event, in
fact the only annual international
event in the calendar of the Order
and the importance attached to the
conference is emphasised by the
diversity and seniority of the delegates
and the range of fopics canvassed.

The delegates included their
Excellencies the Grand Chancellor

HE Albrecht von Boeselager and

the Grand Hospitaller HE Dominique
Prince de la Rochefoucauld -Montbel,
Confrere Simon Grenfell, Government
Council , HE Eugenio Ajroldi di Robbiate
the Director, Communications; and
Ms Daniela Bonucci, Head of the
Department of Internal Affairs , the
Grand Magistry

The regional Ambassadors HE Mr

Jim Dominguez AM CBE KCSG,
Ambassador for Development in

SE Asia; H E Dona Odelia Oroyo (
Philippines); HE Mr Michael Mann

AM ( Cambodia and Thailand )

and HE Mr David Scarf AM ( Timor-
Leste ) represented the Diplomatic
Corps, as well as HE Msgr Anté Jozic ,
Conventual Chaplain of the Order and
Head of the Holy See Study Mission in
Hong Kong.

Their Excellencies the Presidents of
the regional National Associations
headed by the Conference Host
Consoeur Rose Lu, President of the
Singapore Association. HE Confrere
Dr Leopold Lazatin (Philippines) and
Confrere Dr lan Marshall (Australia)
headed the national delegations

including representatives of the Order’s
subgroups in Hong Kong, Thailand

and Korea and for the first time visitors
from Taiwan together with Chaplains Fr
Ariston Sison Jr (Philippines), Fr Edward
Lim (Singapore) and Fr Carlo Velardo
(Thailand)

Attending also were Ingo Radtke,
Secretary General of Malteser
International (the international
disaster and humanitarian relief arm
of the Order) and Bruno de Marin de
Carranrais CIOMAL (The international
Committee of the Order of Malta
Against Leprosy).

Wide ranging discussion included
communications, a topic of high priority
in the Grand Magistry and reports on
national activities, youth, and regional
projects. One important aspect was
vigorous discussion on planning for

the future, maintaining the regional
momentum of the Order. Various
Members with special regional interests
have enthusiastically committed their
time and personal resources to further
this development

The Asia Pacific Conferences have
been seen as essentially hospitaller

in content but with the persistent
underlying theme of the inseparability
of obsequium pauperum and tuitio
fidei, with the overriding emphasis on
our service to Our Lords, the poor and
the sick being an essential core of our
spirifual existence in the Order.

One very strong message arising from
the conference is the necessity to
concenfrate on the involvement of
volunteers and youth in the activities of
the Order.

Reported 2017
Highlights:

%< Summer camp for the
disabled in Singapore

< The Order of Malta
Medical Clinic in Dili

% Korea's innovative use
of digital media and
Catholic celebrities to
grow and sustain their
projects (see join-angel.
com)

< Hong Kong'’s “adopt
a family” project with
the poor

< 2,000 Order of Malta
volunteers in the
Philippines

»< Coats for the Homeless

Focus Areas
for 2018

»< Communications
< Youth
< Volunteers

< Supporting the regional
projects; Medical Clinic
Dili and Summer Camp
for the Disabled

A gallery of pictures from
the conference can be
viewed on our website
www.orderofmalta.org.au

CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO ORPHANS AND ELDERLY IN
BANGKOK SLUMS AND AUSTRALIANS IN MEDICAL UNITS
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In December, the Mercy Centre
in Bangkok asked Members

of the Order of Malta in
Thailand if they could assist with
providing blankets and towels
to be distributed to orphaned
children, the elderly and the
Indigenous Moken people also
known as the Sea Gypsies in the
South of Thailand.

The Mercy Centre is situated at
Klong Toey- in the heart of the
Bangkok slums. It is a beacon of
hope for thousands of people
and has celebrated 45 years
helping the slum community.

On 21st December, Members
and friends delivered 156

blankets and 140 tfowels to the
Mercy Centre where they were
accepted by Fr. Joe Maier,
C.Ss.R Director and Founder of
the Mercy Centre.

On Christmas Day, Members of
the NSW Branch attended both
Gorman House Detoxification
Unit and Tierney House
residential unit (a rservice for
the homeless population, while
they access health care). They
distributed gifts and spoke

with the residents receiving
freatment.

THE ORDER OF MALTA MEDICAL CLINIC
IS NOW OPEN AND TREATING PATIENTS

Clinic staff

The Order of Malta Medical Clinic

in Dili is now officially open following

a ceremony on 7th November. The
opening was attended by Members of
the Order from the Asia-Pacifc region,
Timorese government officials and
generous donors and supporters.

The project was conceived 2 years prior
when it became the major project of
the Order of Malta in the Asia Pacific
region.

The clinic provides primary medical
care free of charge to those who
would otherwise be unable fo afford
it, to a standard we would expect
here in Australia. It was designed by

Our generous donors - The Jape family

specialist architects who provided their
services pro-bono. The premises have
generously been provided rent free for
at least 9 years by the Jape family.

Private donors across the region have
covered the expenses of the fit-out,
equipment and staff costs to see the
clinic through to operation.

Already hundreds of Timorese patients
have benefited from its services.

Visit www.orderofmalta.org.au fo
watch a short video of the opening,
or visit the clinic’s website,
www.orderofmaltaclinic.org.tl to
learn more

Donation to support this project can be made on page 5.

H.E. DAVID
SCARF RETIRES

AS THE ORDER'S
AMBASSADOR TO
TIMOR-LESTE

After 8 years as Ambassador to Timor-
Leste, H.E. David Scarf has retfired as
the Order's Ambassador to Timor-
Leste.

During this time, David has overseen
the build and opening of the
Order’s Medical Clinic, the Creating
Leaders Scholarship programme,
rehabilitated the ambulance service
and provided support to numerous
orphanages and medical clinics.

We would like to thank David for his
commitment, enthusiasm and vision.
David leaves behind a wonderful
legacy and fantastic feam to
continue the Order’s work.

On Saturday 2 December, the NSW Branch of the Order of
Malta celebrated its annual Lourdes Day Mass at St Mary's
Cathedral.

Hundreds of malades attended the celebration and received

UPCOMING
LOURDES DAY MASS
CELEBRATIONS

<save the date

%< Adelaide

Date: Saturday, 10 Feb, 2018
Time: 9.30am

Location: St Francis Xavier's
Cathedral

%< Brisbane

Date: Saturday, 5 May 2018
Time: 10am

Location: Wavell Heights
Church

% Sydney

a special blessing and a small bottle of Lourdes water.

A gallery of images from the mass can be found at
www.orderofmalta.org.au.

This special mass, which is hosted by Branches of the Order
across the country, is open to everybody, but those facing
health challenges are particularly encouraged to aftend.

| WANT TO HELP

You can make a donation by completing this form and returning
it in the reply paid envelope provided.

Ll 1am happy for the Order to allocate my donation
to where the need is greatest; or

Please accept a gift towards:

L] Palliative care

L] Coats for the Homeless

| Order of Malta Medical Clinic, Dili

[ ] 2018 Asia Pacific Summer Camp

REMEMBER, GIFTS OF $2 AND OVER
ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

[ | Send me information about leaving the Order a bequest
[ | Please remove me from your mailing list.

Date: Saturday, 1 Dec 2018
Location: St Mary's Cathedral

< Melbourne

Date: Saturday, 1 Dec 2018
Location: St Patrick's
Cathedral

Nome‘

Address ‘

State |:| Postcode |:| Telephone‘

Please find enclosed a Cheque/ Money Order

(payable to ‘The Order of Malta’) for or;
Please debit my credit card the amount of

Frequency [ | Once only

L] Monthly

Creait Cara Nomber || [ [ [ [
Expiry Date DDDD Cardholder name ‘

Card Type [ |visa

[ I MasterCard

Signature | X




