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YOUR SUPPORT
Since 2006 the Order of Malta 
NSW Branch has successfully 
raised a total of $1.13 million 
in much needed donations, 
an amazing achievement.  The 
Order is seeking your help in 
raising a further $150,000 to 
assist Gorman House in reducing 
its annual operating deficit of 
around $200,000.  Your help will 
ensure that Gorman House can 
continue to offer its services 7 
days a week, 52 weeks a year.

The Order of Malta NSW Branch 
started the tradition of the 
barbeque at Gorman House 
seven years ago. This gives 
residents an opportunity to 
socialise without using alcohol 
and drugs and to prepare meals, 
with the help of the Order’s 
members and friends who 
volunteer their time and assist  
at the barbeques three times  
a week.

May we express on behalf of the 
Order of Malta NSW Branch, St 
Vincent’s Hospital, the residents 
and management of Gorman 
House, our deepest appreciation 
for the part the members and 
friends of the Order and others 
have played in supporting 
our fundraising and barbeque 
activities. 

In particular we sincerely thank 
the Sisters of Charity Foundation, 
Clayton Utz Foundation, Clubs  
in Sydney Region, Harry 
Triguboff Foundation, Inner 
Wheel Club, Nell and Hermon 
Slade Trust, One Tree Foundation, 
and Secure Parking for their 
ongoing support.

Since 2006 the Order of Malta 
NSW Branch, working in 

partnership with St Vincent’s 
Hospital, has been the lifeline 
for Gorman House.  Through 
the generous support of our 
benefactors and volunteers, this 
vital around-the-clock service 
remains as a beacon of hope, 
offering respite and shelter to 
some of Sydney’s most needy 
and vulnerable people.

Gorman House is committed 
to providing their residents 
with compassionate care and 
support, particularly in the area 
of physical and mental health 
issues as a result of severe 
alcohol and drug problems. In 
2013 Gorman House admitted 
1,590 people, a 5.5% increase 
on 2012 admissions. The length 
of stay is usually five days, the 
clinical period required for 
detoxification.  Residents are 
then encouraged to find more 
stable accommodation. 

Every assistance is given to 
residents in developing a long 
term rehabilitation plan in the 
hope to reclaim their lives. 

Charlie Lay, Manager of Gorman 
House and the hard working 
team he supports, is excited  
by recent developments and 
future plans.  

“We recognise the immense 
value that our volunteers bring. 
That’s the reason we have 
actively sought additional 
volunteers through the St 
Vincent’s volunteer program.  
We hope to be able to offer at 
least a further three volunteer 
placements this year.  

One of our great challenges is to 
effectively meet the increased 
complexity of health conditions 
experienced by our residents.

Whilst provision of supportive 
reassurance, a safe environment 
and education will continue 
to have a prominent place in 
treating our residents, there 
is also the absolute need to 
more effectively incorporate 
medically based interventions 
and treatment.  Our number one 
priority at Gorman House is to 
secure medical care for  
our residents in the near future, 
with the aim of providing 
consistent access to medical 
and nursing staff.

Without the help of the Order 
of Malta, our wonderful 

supporters and volunteers, 
we would not be in a 
position to progress these    

 opportunities.”



A poem by John*

I came to Gorman House,  
and I was a mess.

And I got help from the staff,  
who gave me rest.

I am most grateful,  
and appreciate you all.

Gifts from the Good Lord,  
of that I am sure.

You don’t just work here,  
you all do it with care.

Touching my heart,  
I am so very aware.

So I thank you all,  
from within my heart.

You are all responsible for my 
brand new start. More than ever, Gorman House needs 

your financial support – we are seeking 
your generosity in making a much 

needed donation by completing and 
returning the enclosed donation form. 

All donations $2 or more 
are tax-deductible.

Your Privacy

The Order of Malta ABN 37 142 209 121 respects your privacy and take extra precautions to manage the information you provide to us.  We gladly adhere to the Australian Privacy Principles 
outlining the way/s in which personal information can be handled as part of the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth). Your personal information is collected so as to enable us, or may be passed on to other 
partners of the Order of Malta, to process your donation, and/or to inform you of special events, and/or to inform you of the progress of our activities.  You may choose not to receive these 
types of notifications by contacting the Order of Malta NSW Branch.  Please visit www.orderofmalta.org.au for the Order of Malta’s full Privacy Policy.

More information

Any inquiries regarding volunteering, donations  
or privacy matters, please contact:

The Order of Malta NSW Branch 
33-37 West Street 
Darlinghurst   NSW   2010
Phone: 02 9331 8477 
Email info@smom.org.au. 

To visit Gorman House and obtain further  
information, please contact: 

Roger McGrath 
Gorman House Fundraising Committee
Phone: 0407 408 110 or email roger.mcgrath@bigpond.com

lette
r from

resident
Narelle* writes 
“Dear Staff, 

I would like to thank you all for taking great care of me during my stay.  I’ve been deeply touched by your caring for people, showing empathy towards them and compassion.   Thanks, Narelle.”

let
ter from

resident

Jared* writes

“Thank you for all your help and support.  People like myself 

come in here with very broken spirits.  You guys help start putting 

those missing pieces back together.  For that I’ll be forever 

grateful.  Thank You, Jared.”

*Real names withheld to protect identity of resident

let

ter f
rom

resident

Kelly* writes

“Thank you all so much for your genuine caring.  

Your help has been invaluable, your kindness and resourcefulness 

is much appreciated.  Thank you all for making the initial flow into 

a sober life more fluid.  You guys do an amazing job!  

Thanks again, Kelly.”


